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self; not so however with reference to the magnanimous
man.

$, But the magnanimous man, if he is really worthy of the
greatest things, must be a most excellent character ; for the
better man is always worthy of the greater honour, and the
best man of the greatest. It necessary follows then., that a
man truly magnanimous must be good ; and what is great
in each virtue would seem to be the duty of the magnani-
mous: and it would by no means fit a magnanimous man to
fly wringing his hands, or to commit an injury; because,
what inducement can he have to commit base actions, to
whom nothing seems great ? Indeed, if we consider particu-
lars, a man magnanimous without being good would appear
perfectly ridiculous* Nor can he by any means be worthy of
honour, if he is vicious; for honour Is the reward of virtue,
and is allotted to the good. Magnanimity therefore appears
to be as it were a kind of ornament of the virtues: for it
renders them greater, and does not exist without them. For
this reason it is arduous to be in reality a magnanimous
man r for it is impossible to be so without perfect virtue.

4. The magnanimous man therefore is especially con-
versant with honours and dishonour. And with great ho-
nours, and when conferred by worthy men, he will be mo*
derately pleased, as if he only obtained what was his own,
or even less -3 for there cannot be an honour adequate to
perfect virtue. Not but that he will receive them, in that
they have no greater to confer on him $ but the honours
presentee! by indifferent persons, and for trifles, he will alto-
gether contemn -y for he is not deserving of these : so like-
wise he will despise dishonour ; for it cannot be justly ap-
e'plied to him. The magnanimous man therefore is for the
most part, as we have said, engaged with honours* Never-
theless he will conduct himself moderately with respect to
wealth also, and power, and every prosperous and adverse
fortune, in whatever manner they may happen. And nei-
ther in prosperity will he be too elated, nor in adversity too
dejected j for he does not even so behave with respect to ho-
nour, which is a thing of the greatest value $ for dominion and